CROSSING THE TENNESSEE

L. Smith's division was marched to the point wtere    CHAP, i
the pontoons were, and the brigade of Giles A.
Smith was selected for the delicate duty of manning
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the boats and surprising the enemy's pickets on the      isea
south bank of the river.   During this night, also,
General J. M. Brannan, chief of artillery, moved
forty pieces of artillery, belonging to the Army of
the Cumberland, and placed them on the north side
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of the river so as to command the ground opposite,     23, isei
to aid in protecting the approach to the point where
the south end of the bridge was to rest.   He had
to use Sherman's artillery horses for this purpose, w*
Thomas having none.

At two o'clock in the morning, November 24th,
Giles A. Smith pushed out from the North Chicka- iwa. 73
mauga with, his one hundred and sixteen boats,
each loaded with thirty brave and well-armed men.
The boats with their precious freight dropped down
quietly with the current to avoid attracting the
attention of any one who could convey information
to the enemy, until arriving near the mouth of the
South Chickamauga. Here a few boats were landed,
the troops debarked, and a rush was made upon
the picket-guard known to be at that point. The
guard were surprised and twenty of their number
captured. The remainder of the troops effected a
landing at the point where the bridge was to start,
with equally good results. The work of ferrying
over Sherman's command from the north side of
the Tennessee was at once commenced, using the
pontoons for the purpose. A steamer was also
brought up from the town to assist. The rest of
M. L. Smith's division came first, then the division
of John E. Smith. The troops as they landed were 29